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Exaudi, Sunday after Ascension
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Hear, O Lord!

Let the people offer prayer upon entering their pews, kneeling or bowing down.

In the Lord’s Name we greet you, praying that the Holy Spirit would bless your hearing of God’s Word with a lively trust in Him who died and rose for you, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Use the time prior to the service for silent preparation for worship.

· Visitors, consider prayerfully Trinity’s Confession of the Lord’s Supper on the pink bulletin insert.

· See front inside cover of LSB for prayers before and after the service, and before and after receiving the Sacrament.

· For self-examination before the service, consider the Christian Questions, pages 329, 330 in LSB.

· Prepare for the Liturgy by marking the pages and the hymns, reviewing the order of Service, and praying the Collect for the Day.

Please leave a record of your visit either in our guest book near the main door or on the guest side of the pink slip in your service folder.
Service Notes

The Spirit of truth testifies of Jesus, who is the Truth. But the world, which does not receive the Truth, loves its own and hates those who are of the Truth; just as Jesus was scorned, so is His church. “The time is coming that whoever kills you will think that he offers God service” (John 15:26—16:4). Yet by Jesus’ suffering and death we are saved; therefore we rejoice to share in His sufferings, that we may also share in His resurrection glory (1 Peter 4:7–14). Through the ministry of the Spirit of truth, we are cleansed from the deceit of our idols and given a new heart and a new spirit, the heart and Spirit of Christ (Ezekiel 36:22–28). He is now at work in us to have fervent, self-giving love for one another, love which covers a multitude of sins, “that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”
White, depicting the glory and purity of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus, is the color of the Easter Season.

Language of the Faith

The Helper or the Comforter are names used by Jesus for the Holy Spirit, describing Him as the One who “helps,” “comforts” and “intercedes for the Church and the apostles in their work.

Divine Service, Setting Three

LSB, page 184
Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation


The Church confesses her risen Lord as the only hope and light of all people.

LSB 829, “Christ the Eternal Lord”

Service of the Word

Introit, Psalm 27

The Church, between the Feast of the Ascension and the Feast of Pentecost, rejoices in the promised Holy Spirit. She also anticipates the second Advent of Christ.
Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud. Alleluia. Your face, Lord, do I seek; hide not Your face from me. Alleluia. The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Teach me Your way, O Lord; give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out violence.
Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis 


page 187

Salutation & Collect for Exaudi
page 189

We pray for a genuine Christian life. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading, Ezekiel 36:22-28


These words foreshadow the work of the Spirit in baptism by which we are recreated with a new desire to keep in faith our Lord’s Word.

22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of My holy name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. 23And I will vindicate the holiness of My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord God, when through you I vindicate My holiness before their eyes. 24I will take you from the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 25I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27And I will put My Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in My statutes and be careful to obey My rules. 28You shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be My people, and I will be your God. “

Psalm 51:1-12


Whenever we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and will cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

[image: image2.jpg]



Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
   1    Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your | steadfast love;*

according to Your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions.
   2    Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,*
and cleanse me | from my sin!
   3    For I know my trans- | gressions,*
and my sin is ever be- | fore me.
   4    Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil | in Your sight,*
so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your | judgment.
   5    Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity,*
and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me.
   6    Behold, You delight in truth in the inward | being,*
and You teach me wisdom in the | secret heart.
   7    Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;*
wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow.
   8    Let me hear joy and | gladness;*
let the bones that You have bro- | ken rejoice.
   9    Hide Your face | from my sins,*
and blot out all my in- | iquities.
   10   Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
   11   Cast me not away from Your | presence,*
and take not Your Holy Spirit | from me.
   12   Restore to me the joy of Your sal- | vation,*
and uphold me with a willing | spirit.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

As it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Create in me a clean heart, | O God,*
and renew a right spirit with- | in me.
Epistle, 1 Peter 4:7-11


Only where there is discipline can fruitful spiritual life flourish.

7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

Alleluia & Verse, Psalm 47

Our Lord speaks of the comfort given by the coming of the Holy Spirit, but He also anticipates His Second Coming.

God reigns over the nations; God sits on His holy throne. Alleluia. I will not leave you orphans; I am going away, and I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.

Gospel John 15:26–16:4


Christ prepares His disciples for the cross that they will carry. Christians travel the path of sorrows, which their Lord once trod, but Christ does not abandon them. He sends to them the Holy Spirit, the Comforter. He enables them to witness to the truth of God in the midst of the world.

[Our Lord said:] 26“But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness about Me. 27And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me from the beginning.

1I have said all these things to you to keep you from 

falling away. 2They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 3And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor Me. 4But I have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you. I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. 

  (ESV)
Nicene Creed



page 191
Hymn



We pray for the work of the Spirit in our lives.

LSB 501, “Come Down, O Love Divine”

Sermon
Hymn



We pray that the Spirit’s work, through the Word, spread among all nations.

LSB 830, “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”

Sermon


Offertory
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Offering

The Prayer of the Church

P
Lord, in Your mercy,

C
hear our prayer.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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The Proper Preface


The Church rejoices that her Lord is exalted to God’s right hand, from which He reigns for our eternal salvation.

Who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up into Heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life.
Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer
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Words of Our Lord
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Pax Domini

Agnus Dei
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Distribution
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Distribution Hymns


Our Lord’s resurrection is the victory that overcomes death. This is our confidence every day.

LSB 490, “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won”

LSB 482, “This Joyful Eastertide”

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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Salutation & Benedicamus
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Benediction
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Pastor: The Rev. Stewart D. Crown

Vicar: Mr. David Solum 

Deacons: Vicar Solum & Richard Deffner
Guest Organist: Steve Winterstein
Music Director: Sally Treadway

Altar flowers today are offered by

· Sue and Gary Schwede, in thanksgiving to the Lord for His blessings of health, trust, joy, and peace in our marriage.
The Rev. David T. Chan was born in Hong Kong and was baptized as a Lutheran Christian in Hong Kong at the age of 3. In 1992, he enrolled at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis, MO and received his MDiv degree in 1996. Pastor Chan served his vicarage at Mount Olive Lutheran Church in Milpitas, CA (1994-1995), and was ordained into the Holy Ministry on June 30, 1996. He was assigned to serve at his home congregation, Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, in San Francisco. On August 28, 2004, Pastor Chan was installed as Missionary Pastor to the Chinese in the Peninsula at Bethany Lutheran Church, Menlo Park, in partnership with the Peninsula Asian Mission Society (PAMS). On September 21, 2008, Pastor Chan was installed as Associate Pastor at Bethel Grace Lutheran Ministries in San Francisco.  He lives with his wife Lucy in Daly City with their adopted daughter, Bethany Faith, from China.

The Rev. Aaron Smith has been serving St. Paul Lutheran in Mountain View since June of 2006. He was graduated from Concordia University, Irvine in 2002, and then was graduated from Concordia Seminary, St. Louis in May of 2006. He is married to Ellen Smith, who has served as Lutheran School teacher in four different elementary schools. They welcomed their first child Malachi on December 14th, 2008. Pastor Smith is bilingual in Spanish and English.

Vicar José Cervantes has been serving St. Paul Lutheran in Mountain View since September of 2005.  He has been undergoing studies through the Center for Hispanic Studies at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis for the past few years. He received the call as Vicar in April of 2008 and completed his program at the Seminary in the Spring of 2009.  In February, St. Paul voted to call Vicar Cervantes as a pastor and he received that call at the Seminary in April of 2009. Vicar Cervantes will be ordained and installed as Associate Pastor at St. Paul this summer. Vicar Cervantes is married to Irma; and they have four children and have several grandchildren.  
God’s Stewards. The idea of alien / stranger is intimately related to the concept of stewardship. When the Lord promised that He would take the Israelites as His people, express reference was made that the whole world is His (Exodus 19:5). The laws that forbade the people to sell land on a permanent basis were motivated by the fact that God’s people are a pilgrim people (Leviticus 25:23). And that which was presented to God and referred to as an offering for the Temple construction is only what the people have perceived from God, and now return to the rightful owner (1 Chronicles 29:10ff); there also the motivation is being a stranger (vv. 14,15). The pilgrim situation summons us to recognize the stewardship situation. We are tempted to forget that we are sojourners here; the temptation in the wilderness was based on the possibility that one can become lord over all that the earth has to offer. But with the help of God’s Word, the pilgrim can see that this is an illusion, even idolatry (Mattew 4:8-10).

Missions: Good news from Mark and Rose Krause in Latvia. “Last year, Mark worked with Rev. Artis Eglitis, the chief administrative officer of the Latvian Lutheran Church, to design a pastor salary plan for the church. The plan provided funding so that 115 pastors in Latvia could serve as full-time pastors. The plan organized the selling of property in Latvia so that the proceeds could be invested in the LCMS Foundation to provide the funding needed to pay the pastors until the congregations grew strong enough to provide their own support. Now, Mark is working with a Latvia team to provide pastoral leadership training for the pastors of the church. It is important that the pastors are trained to be full-time pastors. For the many years under Soviet occupation, churches were only allowed to worship on Sunday mornings. They couldn’t have Sunday schools, youth groups, small group ministries, women’s groups, etc. So many of the ministry programs we take for granted in the United States are very new to the Latvians. Through pastoral leadership training we hope to provide guidance and instruction to help the pastors develop these types of ministries in their congregations. Mark and I, along with five Latvians, attended a Pastoral Leadership Institute (PLI) conference in San Antonio, Texas, in April. Following this conference, the team will work with us to design a pastoral training program for the Baltic churches. PLI has been offering pastoral leadership training for the past 10 years in the LCMS. Together, we hope to take many of the principles of PLI and design a program that would work to provide pastoral leadership training in the Baltic churches that would be especially relevant to their culture.”
For pictures of mission work, visit http://picasaweb.google.com/lcmsworldmission
Altar flowers: Express your thanksgiving to the Lord for His good gifts of marriage, family, vocation, etc. with flowers for the services. Sign the chart for the date, and call Cynthia for the bulletin announcement.

Coffee Hour: If you which to host the Coffee Hour, please sign up on the chart in the Parish Hall or see Norma Hesterman. The Church Council will reimburse you up to $25.00. Place receipts or reimbursement request in the Treasurer’s slot in the Church Office.

Stewardship of the Word: Sun (8:15) 29, (11) 42; Bible Class: (Sun) 18; (Wed) 9

The Priesthood Hears





“Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.”                 (Colossians 3:16)
The week of Exaudi, Sixth Sunday after Easter: May 24 – May 30


MATINS
VESPERS

Sun
Psalm 93
Numbers 14:1-25
Psalm 97
Luke 18:18-34

Mon
Psalm 27
Numbers 14:26-45
Psalm 136:1-9
Luke 18:35—19:10



   Numbers 15:1-41

Tue
Psalm 28
Numbers 16:1-22
Psalm 136:10-26
Luke 19:11-28

Wed
Psalm 29
Numbers 16:23-40
Psalm 137
Luke 19:29-48

Thu
Psalm 30
Numbers 16:41—17:13
Psalm 138
Luke 20:1-18



   Numbers 18:1—19:22
Fri
Psalm 31
Numbers 20:1-21
Psalm 139:1-12
Luke 20:19-44


Sat
Psalm 32
Numbers 20:22—21:9
Psalm 139:13-24
Luke 20:45—21:19

Announcements
May 24, 2009

We welcome in the name of the Lord the Rev. David Chan of PAMS, and the Rev. Aaron Smith and Vicar José Cervantes of St. Paul, Mtn. View. They will present a review of the missions work at the Adult Bible study.
Sun
5/24
7:30 p.m.
LSF Bible Study, Stanford CIRCLE (Old Union 3rd floor)

Wed
5/27
10:00 a.m.
L.I.F.E. Course: Apologetics – Defending the Faith
Thu
5/28
4:45 p.m.
Children’s Choir



7:30 p.m.
Adult Choir

Sun
5/31
8:15 a.m.
Divine Service - The Feast of Pentecost




Genesis 11:1-9; Acts 2:1-21; John 14:23-31



11:00 a.m.
Divine Service




Installation of Officers – both services

Mon-Thurs
6/1-6/4
Pastor Crown at summer class in Bishop, CA

Tue
6/2
6:30 p.m.
Board of Stewardship Meeting



7:30 p.m.
Board of Christian Education Meeting

Wed
6/3
10:00 a.m.
L.I.F.E. Course: Apologetics – Defending the Faith


12:00 p.m. 
Women’s Guild Luncheon and Meeting

Thu
6/4
   No Choir
Sat
6/6
5:00 p.m.
Rehearsal for the 8:15 Ensemble – Pot Luck to follow

Tue
6/9
7:30 p.m.
Church Council Meeting

Tue-Thu    
6/9-11    
Trinity hosts Christ on Campus, a conference for Campus





Ministries

Wed
6/10
10:00 a.m.
L.I.F.E. Course: Apologetics – Defending the Faith

*
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